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After I'd purchased my Hakko 936-9 T/C soldering Station, it didn't take me long to realize that I
needed additional tips to accommodate the range of soldering tasks I needed to attack. I bought five
more tips of varying widths so I could handle (just about) any soldering requirement I came across. I
try to use a tip width which is about 80%-90% the width of the pad I'm soldering to. Then, I purchased
a couple more specialized (SMD) desoldering tips to at least enable me to REMOVE those pesky
specs of ceramic from a PC board. Of course, once removed, they'd become LOST FOREVER!!! But
that's another story.

Now that I had a total of eight different tips, I had to find a way of keeping them handy, but not so
handy that they were rolling around everywhere on the desktop. I also wanted them to stay WITH the
soldering station, but NOT in the front tray which was supposed to hold the dampened 'cleaning
sponge'.

Let me digress a bit... around here, a number of the locals (hopefully) jokingly refer to me as "Mr PC
Board", because I use surplus PC board to fabricate many of the items I need for my daily operations
(2M mobile dash mounts, GPS mounts, specialized mic hangers, etc.). I was given about 100 lbs of
surplus PC board about 8 years ago, and I use it for just about ANY task requiring a lightweight,
strong, and easy-to-machine construction medium.

This having been said, and to answer my need for a holder for my soldering station tips, I designed
and built the 8-place tip holder shown below.
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Below, is shown a line drawing of the holder. This can be made using nothing but hand tools.
However, a DremelTool with a number of cutoff wheels would be quite handy for cutting the PC board
into smaller pieces.
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As some of you already know, I'm not the world's most 'tidy' shack-keeper... OK, I'm not even close!
And there's a LOT of 'stuff' on the work surface of my operating/building desk. As a result, I found it
necessary to stack my soldering iron (and holder) on top of the soldering station itself. However, a
problem arose... the iron holder kept slipping off the back of the slanted top of the station.

I solved this problem by attaching (using double-sided foam tape) a 'stop' to the bottom-front edge of
the iron holder. I also had to add slightly taller 'feet' to the base. See the illustrations below.
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